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San Geronimo ending its long run, suffering 
same fate as other Bay Area public golf courses 


Scott Strazzante / The Chronicle 
Dana Scott tees off at San Geronimo Golf Course’s 10th hole, known for its panoramic view of hills and trees. 


Teeing up last shots 
at west Marin links 


By Ron Kroichick 


Tom Faimali walked off the No. 
18 green on a crisp, sunny day at 
San Geronimo Golf Course. Faimali 
lives in nearby San Rafael and 
savors his regular rounds with 
friends at the picturesque layout in 
west Marin. 

He especially savored this recent 
round, because San Geronimo will 
close Monday after a run of more 
than 52 years. 

“Were unhappy about it,” Fai- 
mali said. “Play is certainly down, 
but for a population this size, three 
public golf courses in Marin Coun- 
ty doesn’t seem like a lot to me.” 

Maybe not, but San Geronimo’s 
impending closure will leave Indian 
Valley (Novato) and Peacock Gap 
(San Rafael) as the only 18-hole 
public courses in the county. And 
the news, while sparked by unique 


Negative numbers 


800 


At least that many courses have 
closed nationwide in the past 
decade with San Geronimo be- 
coming at least the eighth in the 
Bay Area to close in the past two 
years 


37,000 


Estimated rounds played at San 
Geronimo in 2017, down from its 
peak of 50,000 


23.8 million 


People who played golf at least 


once in 2016 according to a report, 


which is down 1.2 percent from 
2015 


circumstances at San Geronimo, 
reflects wider struggles for the Bay 
Area golf industry. 

San Geronimo becomes at least 
the eighth course to shut down in 
the area in the past two-plus years. 
Several courses in the East Bay 
closed at the end of 2015, including 
Sunol Valley (Sunol), Springtown 
(Livermore), Pine Meadow (Marti- 
nez) and Grayson Woods (Pleasant 
Hill). 

Roddy Ranch (Antioch) and 
Adobe Creek (Petaluma) followed 
in 2016 and early ’17, while Shadow 
Lakes (Brentwood) shut its doors 
pending a planned consolidation 
with neighboring Deer Ridge. 

This falls in line with a national 
trend, after golf soared in popular- 
ity in the late 1990s and early 
2000s, when Tiger Woods’ tran- 
scendent rise stirred fresh interest 

Golf course continues on A12 


“I hope it’s not a sign more courses are going to have trouble, but golf is definitely 
in a downward turn. A lot of courses are struggling right now.” 


Chris Bright, San Geronimo assistant general manager 


State laws 
take left 
turn for 
new year 


Pot, pedestrians, pools, 
pets, pay among topics 


By Melody Gutierrez 


SACRAMENTO — Whether you cross the 
street, head to college or apply for a new job, 
one of the hundreds of new laws that California 
will add to the books on New Year’s Day is 
likely to affect you. 

The biggest change, however, is that licensed 
dispensaries can legally sell recreational mari- 
juana to adults 21 years and older starting Mon- 
day. About four dozen dispensaries are licensed 
by the state to sell marijuana for recreational 
use, with many other retailers expected to re- 
ceive licenses in 2018. 

Another significant state law bars local law 
enforcement officers from cooperating with the 
federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
agency on deportations except in cases in which 
immigrants had been convicted of certain 
crimes. Officers also will be barred from asking 
about a person’s immigration status. 

The 800-plus laws passed this year show that 
California and its Democratic-led Legislature 
are flexing their political power in a state that 
has stood up to President Trump’s conservative 
policies. Democrats took the first step in mak- 
ing community college free, to address knee- 

Laws continues on A13 


Ride along, 
sing along in 
Kabaret Kab 


By Carolyne Zinko 


The tap of a finger has replaced the wave of 
an arm for hailing a cab, thanks to smartphone 
apps like Uber and Lyft. Humans may also be 
replaced if driverless cars take over the roads 
someday. But so far, technology has not found a 
way to replace crooning cabdrivers, and that’s 
good news for Buzz Brooks, the Kabaret Kab of 
San Francisco. 

As colorful local characters go, he’s not as 
well-known as the late Brown twins, or Tom 
Sweeney, the Sir Francis Drake Hotel’s Beefeat- 
er-clad doorman, or David Johnson, the Bush- 
man. But 66-year-old Brooks, who has been 
singing for most of his life and driving a cab for 
more than half of it, has an eccentric edge — 
and a fan club to boot. 

“T love him,” says Lorenzo Logoreci, owner of 
the Allegro Romano restaurant on Nob Hill. “At 
the end of the night, the customers who need 
cabs are always asking, ‘Can we please have the 

Kab continues on A10 


MILDRED ‘MILLIE’ GARDINER 1923-2017 


Beloved North Beach fixture, 
roving Polaroid photographer 


By J.K. Dineen 


Mildred Fishman Gardiner, 
a roving photographer who 
spent decades wandering 
North Beach taking Polaroids 
of people in cafes and restau- 
rants, died Thursday at San 


saying Caffe Trieste is just a 
coffee shop or City Lights just 
a bookstore. For more than 60 
years, “Millie,” as everyone 
knew her, was as much a part 
of the North Beach fabric as 
Gino & Carlo, the bar on Green 
Street, or SS Peter and Paul 


scape that it seemed she had 
always been there. 

“T knew her before I even 
knew I knew her, before I even 
moved to North Beach,” said 
Supervisor Aaron Peskin, who 
has lived in the neighborhood 
for 30 years. “She was this 
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